
The Teachers Role in Promoting Quality Play in Centers 
Centers are the heart of preschool learning. When teachers move intentionally through them, they build 

relationships, deepen thinking, and ensure children access all areas that support whole-child development. 

1. Visit Every Center Daily 
Your presence brings purpose. 
- Rotate through block, dramatic play, writing, art, sensory, science, math, and library centers. 
- Observe, then join play in ways that match children’s ideas. 
- Ask open-ended questions to spark thinking. 

Try this: 
✔ “I see you’re making a tower. How can we make it taller?” 
✔ “Tell me about your painting.” 
✔ Keep brief notes on which centers you visited and who you interacted with. 

 

2. Encourage Exploration Beyond Favorites 
Help children find the joy in every center. 
- Invite children to try less-frequented centers without forcing participation. 
- Use curiosity-based language or link centers together. 

Try this: 
✔ “You built a zoo in blocks. Want to make signs for the animals in the writing center?” 
✔ “Let’s bring the pretend food from dramatic play to the picnic you made outside!” 
✔ Rotate materials weekly to reflect children’s interests and new skills. 

 

3. Interact to Extend Learning 
Use high-quality teacher-child interactions to deepen play: 
- Engage: Enter play with genuine interest. “Can I help take care of the baby, too?” 
- Extend: Add vocabulary, ideas, or challenges. “What could we use to measure how long your road is?” 
- Encourage: Acknowledge effort and teamwork. “You worked together to solve that. How did you decide?” 
 
Avoid over-directing. Follow the child’s lead, then gently scaffold. 

 

4. Reflect and Plan Intentionally 
- Review which centers were visited and which children you connected with. 
- Ask: 
  - Which centers supported rich conversations today? 
  - How can I balance child-guided and teacher-guided learning tomorrow? 

Quick Reflection Prompt: 
“Did every child experience my presence and support in play today?” 


	The Teachers Role in Promoting Quality Play in Centers
	1. Visit Every Center Daily
	2. Encourage Exploration Beyond Favorites
	3. Interact to Extend Learning
	4. Reflect and Plan Intentionally


