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Books should be accessible to children and cover a wide variety of topics
including: races, ages, abilities, animals, familiar routines, and familiar objects.
Book times should be pleasant and allow for all children to easily view the book.
Pointing at words\letters assists children develop early literacy sKills.

Group book times should be set up with positive engagement and the children's
interest in mind. Teachers should make book times warm and interactive and
encourage children to look at the pages, point to pictures, ask questions, and be
interactive.
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Children should be aIIowed to leave the story group when/if they lose interest. They
should not be forced to participate.

Informal reading with individuals and small groups should be a regular practice
throughout the day in a cozy space. Teachers should provide extended positive
interaction when children use books independently. If children do not show interest in
the book center, the teacher should evaluate the space and ensure the area is inviting
to children. Using books enthusiastically with children in the reading area should be a
daily practice done throughout the day.

Books should not be violent or frightening to children. There should be no story lines
or pictures of violence. A good rule of thumb is to remove any book that you would not
like the children to act out.

Harms, T., Cryer, D., Clifford, R. & Yazejian, N.. Infant/toddler environment rating scale (3rd ed.). New York, NY: Teacher’s College Press.
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