
ECE-INSIDERECE-INSIDER
Division of Child Care Provider Newsletter

M A Y  2 0 2 4 S P R I N G

From the Director’s Desk
Andrea Day

FROM THE DIRECTORS
DESK

MOTHER’S DAY AND 
FAMILY TIME EVENTS

SUMMER PROGRAMMING
AND WATER SAFETY

PROVIDER
APPRECIATION DAY

I N  T H I S  I S S U E
  T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  C h i l d  C a r e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  p a t i e n c e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
a s  w e  h a v e  h a d  t o  u n e x p e c t e d l y  c a n c e l  t h e
M a r c h  a n d  A p r i l  D C C  P r o v i d e r  T o w n  H a l l s .
G o i n g  f o r w a r d ,  w e  f e e l  i t  i s  b e s t  t o  c o n t i n u e
p r o v i d i n g  y o u  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  n e w s  a n d
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  q u a r t e r l y  D C C  P r o v i d e r
T o w n  H a l l s  a n d  m o n t h l y  E C E - I n s i d e r
N e w s l e t t e r s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  w i t h  a n y  c h a n g e ,
u p d a t e ,  o r  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d ,  D C C  m a y  s c h e d u l e
a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  l i v e  P r o v i d e r  T o w n
H a l l s .
P l e a s e  s a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a t e s :
M a y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 4  a t  1 : 0 0  P M  E S T
A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4  a t  1 : 0 0  P M  E S T
N o v e m b e r  1 2 ,  2 0 2 4  a t  1 : 0 0  P M  E S T
   W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c o r d  a n d  p o s t  a l l  D C C
P r o v i d e r  T o w n  H a l l s  o n  t h e  D C C  w e b s i t e .
R e g i s t r a t i o n  l i n k s  a n d / o r  a n y  s c h e d u l e
c h a n g e s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  v i a  t h e  D C C  L i s t S e r v .   
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l w a y s  s h o w i n g  u p  f o r  K e n t u c k y
c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s !  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  t h a t
y o u  d o !

DIRECTOR’S GUIDE TO
EARLY CHILDHOOD
SCHOLARSHIPS

FATHERHOOD
SPOTLIGHT



   I n  M a y ,  w e  c e l e b r a t e  a  d a y  t h a t  i s  n e a r  a n d  d e a r  t o  m a n y  h e a r t s  –  M o t h e r ’ s  D a y !
W h i l e  w e  a r e  n o t  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o t h e r  a n d  h e r  r o l e ,  w e
w a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  a l l  f a m i l i e s  l o o k  d i f f e r e n t !  B e  i n t e n t i o n a l  a b o u t  i n c l u s i v e
l a n g u a g e  w h e n  a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  l i k e  M o t h e r ’ s  D a y ,  F a t h e r ’ s  D a y ,
“ f a m i l y ”  p i c n i c s / p a r t i e s ,  a n d  m o r e .  C h i l d r e n  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  n a m e d
f i g u r e ,  a n d  i t  c a n  c a u s e  t h e m  t o  f e e l  l e f t  o u t  o r  a l i e n a t e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n .
“ M o t h e r ’ s  D a y ”  m a y  b e  a  t i m e  t o  i n v i t e  a n y  o r  a l l  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  w o m e n  i n  a  c h i l d ’ s
l i f e  –  l i k e  a  s t e p - m o t h e r ,  a u n t ,  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  c o u s i n  o r  f o s t e r  m o t h e r .  T h i s  c a n  b e
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  “ F a t h e r ’ s  D a y ”  c e l e b r a t i o n s  a s  w e l l .

S o m e  i d e a s  m a y  i n c l u d e :
- I n s t e a d  o f  ‘ M u f f i n s  w i t h  M o m ’  –  t r y  “ M u f f i n  M o n d a y ”  s o  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  c a n  i n v i t e  t h e
s p e c i a l  f e m a l e  f i g u r e  ( o r  a n y  p a r e n t  t h a t  c a n  m a k e  t h e  e v e n t ! )  f o r  m u f f i n s .
- A n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  “ D o n u t s  w i t h  D a d ”  i s  “ D o n u t  D a y ”  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  i n v i t e  a  m a l e
f a m i l y  m e m b e r  t o  e n j o y !
- “ F a m i l y  F u n d a y  F r i d a y ”  c a n  b e  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  f o r  a n y  p a r e n t a l  f i g u r e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
i n .

W e  a r e  n o t  ‘ e l i m i n a t i n g ’  w h a t  m a k e s  t h e s e  r o l e s  s p e c i a l  a n d  w h o  t h e s e  r o l e  m o d e l s
a r e !  B u t  b e i n g  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a n d  i n t e n t i o n a l  a b o u t  i n c l u d i n g  f a m i l i e s  o f  A L L  k i n d s ,
w i l l  o n l y  h e l p  o u r  k i d s  s e e  e v e r y o n e  o n  t h e i r  “ t e a m ”  a s  o n e !
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S U M M E R  P R O G R A M M I N G

   W a r m  w e a t h e r  i s  h e r e !  S u n s h i n e  i s  a  w e l c o m e  v i s i t o r  a f t e r  a  c h i l l y ,  r a i n y
w i n t e r !  R e m e m b e r  t h a t  y o u r  s u m m e r  p r o g r a m m i n g  c a n  b e  j u s t  a s  f u l f i l l i n g
a s  y o u r  “ s t a n d a r d ”  s c h o o l  y e a r  c u r r i c u l u m .  T a k e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n g a g e  i n
w a t e r  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  u t i l i z e  o u t d o o r  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  a  p l e t h o r a  o f  i d e a s
o n  h o w  t o  b e a t  t h e  h e a t  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  w h i l e  s t i l l  g e t t i n g  i n
c r i t i c a l  o u t d o o r  t i m e !  

   W a t e r  s a f e t y  i s  k e y  w i t h  a l l  c h i l d r e n ;  b e  s u r e  t o  a c t i v e l y  s u p e r v i s e  A N Y
a n d  A L L  w a t e r  s o u r c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s .  U t i l i z e  s h a d y  a r e a s  t o
s c h e d u l e  m e s s y  a c t i v i t i e s  o u t d o o r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  P l a n
p i c n i c s  o r  s n a c k  t i m e s  o u t d o o r s  a n d  p r o v i d e  p l e n t y  o f  w a t e r .  T e a c h e r s  m a y
b e  a b l e  t o  d o  e x t r a  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  w a t e r  o r  c h a l k  p a i n t i n g ,  r o c k  p a i n t i n g ,  o r
n a t u r e - s c a p e  p l a y  u s i n g  o u t d o o r  m a t e r i a l s .  R e m i n d  f a m i l i e s  t o  s e n d  i n
w e a t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h a n g e s  o f  c l o t h e s  a n d  s u n  p r o t e c t i o n  i t e m s  l i k e  h a t s
a n d  s u n s c r e e n .  R e m e m b e r ,  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  a  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r m  o n  f i l e  f o r
s u n s c r e e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  p e r  9 2 2  K A R  2 : 1 2 0 .

A N  E X A M P L E  P E R M I S S I O N  F O R M  I S  L I N K E D  H E R E :

H T T P S : / / W W W . C H I L D C A R E A W A R E K Y . O R G / W P -

C O N T E N T / U P L O A D S / 2 0 1 9 / 0 9 / S E C T I O N - 9 - M E D I C A T I O N - 4 - R E L E A S E - F O R M -

S U N S C R E E N . P D F

Summer VibesSummer Vibes
and Water Safetyand Water Safety

https://www.childcareawareky.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Section-9-Medication-4-Release-Form-Sunscreen.pdf
https://www.childcareawareky.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Section-9-Medication-4-Release-Form-Sunscreen.pdf
https://www.childcareawareky.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Section-9-Medication-4-Release-Form-Sunscreen.pdf


    O n  M a y  1 0 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  w e  r e c o g n i z e  P r o v i d e r  A p p r e c i a t i o n  D a y  n a t i o n a l l y .  T h i s
d a y  i s  e a r m a r k e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  w o r k  o f  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  ( e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d
e d u c a t o r s )  b u i l d i n g  o u r  y o u n g e s t  K e n t u c k i a n s  b r a i n s  f o r  s c h o o l  a n d  l i f e
s u c c e s s .  Y o u r  w o r k  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e d u c a t i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  s a f e ,  n u r t u r i n g
l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t s  e m b r a c i n g  t h e i r  c u r i o s i t y  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  t h e y  g r o w .  
W h i l e  t h i s  i s  o n e  d a y  s e t  a s i d e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  Y O U .  W e  a r e  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f
y o u r  w o r k  d a i l y  a n d  y e a r  r o u n d .  W e  a r e  m i n d f u l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  b e i n g
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e d  a s  b r a i n  b u i l d e r  o f  o u r  f u t u r e .  R e c o g n i t i o n  a n d
a p p r e c i a t i o n  c a n  o v e r l a p  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  i d e n t i c a l .
R e c o g n i t i o n  c a n  b e  l i n k e d  t o  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  p r o m o t i o n s .  A p p r e c i a t i o n  i s
b r o a d e r  p r o v i d i n g  m o r e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t h a n  p r a i s e  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  y o u r
p r o g r a m  w h i l e  e m b o d y i n g  g r a t i t u d e .  

    H a v e  y o u  h e a r d  o f  “ T h e  5  L a n g u a g e s  o f  A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  W o r k p l a c e ” ?
T h e  a u t h o r s  G a r y  C h a p m a n  a n d  P a u l  W h i t e  d e s c r i b e  t h e s e  5  w a y s  t o
c o m m u n i c a t e  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  i m p a c t f u l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  w i t h  l i t t l e  t o  n o  c o s t  t o  y o u
t h a t  i s  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  y o u r  t e a m  m e m b e r s .  L e t ’ s  l o o k  a t  t h e s e  5  l a n g u a g e s  t o
e x p r e s s  v a l u e  t o  y o u r  s t a f f  o n  t h i s  P r o v i d e r  A p p r e c i a t i o n  D a y .  
•  R e c e i v i n g  a  n o t e  f r o m  a  s u p e r v i s o r ,  c o l l e a g u e ,  f a m i l y ,  o r  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r
r e l a y i n g  a  m e s s a g e  o f  c o m p l i m e n t .  ( W o r d s  o f  A f f i r m a t i o n )  
•  H e l p i n g  a t  l u n c h t i m e  o r  n a p t i m e .  ( A c t s  o f  S e r v i c e )
•  B u y i n g  a  c u p  o f  c o f f e e / t e a / h o t  c h o c o l a t e .  ( R e c e i v i n g  G i f t s )  
•  G o i n g  o n  a  w a l k  w i t h  l e a d e r s h i p  o r  c o l l e a g u e  o n  b r e a k s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .
( Q u a l i t y  T i m e )     
•  H a v i n g  s o m e o n e  g i v e  a  h i g h  f i v e  a f t e r  a n  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  b i g  o r  s m a l l .
( P h y s i c a l  T o u c h )  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  a n d  a l l  y o u  d o  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e
C o m m o n w e a l t h  b u i l d i n g  o u r  f u t u r e  K e n t u c k i a n s !  W e  c e l e b r a t e  y o u !  

Provider Appreciation Day- 
May 10th
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A d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s :  

D i v i s i o n  o f  C h i l d  C a r e  

h t t p s : / / w w w . c h f s . k y . g o v / a g e n c i e s / d c b s / d c c / P a g e s / d e f a u l t . a s p x  

 

D i v i s i o n  o f  R e g u l a t e d  C h i l d  C a r e  ( D R C C )

h t t p s : / / w w w . c h f s . k y . g o v / a g e n c i e s / o s / o i g / d r c c / P a g e s / d e f a u l t . a s p x  

 

C h i l d  C a r e  A w a r e  T i p s  a n d  T o o l s

h t t p s : / / w w w . c h i l d c a r e a w a r e k y . o r g / t i p s - a n d - t o o l s /  

F a m i l y  C h i l d  C a r e  N e t w o r k

h t t p s : / / w w w . f c c n k y . c o m /  

 

Child Care Aware hosted a  
“Director’s Guide to  Early

Childhood Scholarships”  to
provide more information on
scholarships available to your

staff and ways to support
your Professional

Development. 
View the recording:

 Click HERE

Learn more at CCFFKy.org

Ways to Involve Fathers
Talk to The Father

Create a Welcoming
environment for Fathers and

Father figures in your Program.
Initiate conversations with
Fathers or father figures at pick
up and drop off times. 

Invite Fathers and father figures
to visit the center and family
events like Muffin Mondays, or
Donut Day. 

Encourage Fathers to volunteer
to chaperone field trips, and be a
party parent!
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https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/os/oig/drcc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.childcareawareky.org/tips-and-tools/
https://www.fccnky.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66DN-LokOp0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.ccffky.org/

