
American Rescue Plan
Funding for Child Care

Grant Overview, Application Instructions, and payment reconciliation



Webinar Overview

In this four-part session, we will cover:

• Part 1: Introduction and grant overview 

• Part 2: Allowable Expenses and auditing

• Part 3: Step-by-step instructions for applying and reconciliation 

• Part 4: FAQ and technical assistance 



Part 1: Introduction and Grant Overview



Background

• Kentucky child care providers have continued to provide crucial child care services

for families during COVID 19.

• In March 2021, the federal government passed the American Rescue Plan Act

(ARPA), which provides billions of dollars in new child care funding to states. In

Kentucky over 470 Million dollars was designated for child care sustainability

payments for eligible child care providers.

• Information related to ARPA may be found at: 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/child-care-stabilization-grants-child-careproviders 

Information regarding Kentucky ARPA distribution can be found at:   

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/child-care-stabilization-grants-child-care-providers


Administration
• DCC will be partnering with Public Consulting Group (PCG) to supervise

the stabilization payments, provide technical assistance and perform
audits.

• You can receive technical assistance by reaching out to PCG
at KYARPAGrants@pcgus.com or calling 888-805-1074 Monday through
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. ET.

• We want to recognize that there are still payment issues we are working
together to resolve for the November 2021 quarterly payment. We are
committed to making sure payments are correct for every Kentucky child
care provider and you will receive more information about this in the
coming weeks.

mailto:KYARPAGrants@pcgus.com


Disbursement
• Nine stabilization payments will be made to child care programs throughout

Kentucky beginning in November 2021.

• Payments will be made quarterly for November 2021, January 2022, April 2022,
July 2022, October 2022, January 2023, April 2023, July 2023, and September
2023.

• $49.6 Million will be reserved for each grant period for the programs that apply
for each funding round.
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Program Eligibility

• Child care programs must have been open and serving children by March 11, 2021
(licensed, certified, or registered providers).

• Licensed and certified child care programs must participate in the All-STARS
program in order to receive stabilization grants.

• Child care programs must be eligible to accept children on the Child Care
Assistance Program in order to receive funding from the American Rescue Plan.



Program Eligibility

• Child care programs must be OPEN and serving children, unless they have

been temporarily closed by the health department due to a COVID

outbreak and quarantining.

• Half-day child care programs (that are open for less than 25 hours per

week) will receive funding that is pro-rated at 50% of the allotment for full-

day child care programs.

• Programs that operate on the school year calendar and close temporarily in

the summer will miss the July 2022 and July 2023 payments.



Program Eligibility

• Child care providers receiving the American Rescue Plan funds must sign a
contract outlining the requirements of the funding and must fill out the monthly
data sheet for their program.

• Child care providers receiving the American Rescue Plan funds must complete a
monthly data sheet by the 5th of each month, beginning on January 5th, 2022.
The data sheet will include data on enrollment, staff turnover, and other key data
points. The link for the monthly data sheet will be emailed to all providers on the
15th of the previous month.



Tier System
• Tier 1 (introductory pay rate based on program capacity as of March 11th):

✓Meets minimum labor cabinet requirements
✓Meets minimum child care regulatory requirements
✓Participates in the All-STARS program

• Tier 2 (pay rate based on capacity with an additional 10% funding):
✓Starting pay at $10/hour or higher

• Tier 3 (pay rate based on capacity with an additional 20% funding):
✓Starting pay at $13/hour or higher



Tier System

• If you are not currently using the pay scale you applied for (Tier 2 or 3), then you
have four months after receiving the award to provide documentation that raises
have been provided and the requirements of the tiered system are in place.

• Payments received will be the total amount each quarter with the 10% or 20%
already calculated and included in payments.



Part 2: Allowable Expenses and Auditing Guidance



Allowable Expenses



Auditing
Auditing will be implemented by Public Consulting Group. Audits are scheduled to
begin in March 2022. PCG will walk you through this process. There are a few
things you can do right now.

• Keep records of funds as soon as you receive and begin spending the
funds. Receipts can be stored digitally and/or physically.

• Providers receiving tier 2 or tier 3 payments must provide payroll documentation
for 4 months. This can be emailed to KYARPAGrants@pcgus.com

Please include the program name and provider ID in the subject line of all emails.
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Part 3: Step by Step Application and 
Payment Reconciliation Survey Instructions



Applications
Payment Month Application Release Date

Provider Application Cut-Off 

Date
Payment Date

November 2021 October 2021 November 8, 2021 Late November 2021

January 2022 December 2021 January 5, 2022 Late January 2022

April 2022 March 2022 April 1, 2022 Late April 2022

July 2022 June 2022 July 1, 2022 Late July 2022

October 2022 September 2022 October 1, 2022 Late October 2022

January 2023 December 2022 January 1, 2023 Late January 2023

April 2023 March 2023 April 1, 2023 Late April 2023

July 2023 June 2023 July 1, 2023 Late July 2023

September 2023 August 2023 September 1, 2023 Late September 2023



Applications
We are currently accepting applications (contracts)  for the following programs:

• Programs who made a mistake on their initial application and need to correct it. 
An example would be a program who selected the wrong tier. 

• Programs who have never applied for the grant but are eligible.  

• Programs who would like to change tiers. 

Once a child care program applies, it will not need to reapply unless it wishes to 
change tiers. 

If you completed your application correctly, but your payment was incorrect you do 
not need to reapply. 



Step by Step Application Instructions

The Application link will be sent out today, Friday December 10th with the 

KY ARPA Payment Reconciliation survey and the link for the Application. 

If you have not received an application by email and need to complete one 
please reach out to us at KYARPAGrants@pcgus.com

In the subject line of the email please include your provider ID and program 
name.  

If you have questions about your application completion you may also call us 
at 888-805-1074 Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. ET.
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Step by Step Application Instructions

Complete the 
top line with 

your full 
name. 

Complete the 
line below it 

with your 
email address 

on file with 
DCBS



Step by Step Application Instructions

An email will 
be sent to the 

email you 
entered on 

the first 
screen.  You 
will receive 
within 10 
minutes

This email will 
contain a 
validation 
code you 

need to enter 
in the 

application. 



Step by Step Application Instructions

Select the box 
to agree to 

use electronic 
records and 
signatures



Step by Step Application Instructions

Complete the 
top line with 

your full 
name. 

Complete the 
line below it 

with your 
business 
address.



Step by Step Application Instructions

Carefully read each page of 
the application.



Step by Step Application Instructions

Then Click 
on the 
Yellow 

“Sign” box

First Complete: 
• Job title
• Licensure #
• Tier



Step by Step Application Instructions

Select your 
signature style, 

if desired. 

Click adopt and 
sign



• After you submit your application, you will have the option to 
download it.

• You will also receive an email confirming your application was 
received and an email when your application has been approved. 

• If your application needs revision you will receive an email from PCG 
with instructions to make revisions. 

Step by Step Application Instructions



• Kentucky recognizes the importance of every provider receiving the 
correct payment.

• They would like for every provider that received a payment to take a 
short survey to confirm that their payment was correct or to provide 
updated information to be used to calculate future payments and 
reconcile the last payment. 

• If you should have received a payment but did not, or need 
instructions on how to return a payment,  please reach out to our 
inbox at KYARPAGrants@pcgus.com

Payment Reconciliation
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Payment Reconciliation Survey Instructions

When you click the link, this is 
the screen that will pop up. 

You will enter your CLR 
Number and click on Auto 
Complete Fields. This will 
populate your provider 

information that is on file. 



The form will 
ask you about 
your hours of 

operation. Use 
the drop-down 
menu to select 

your hours.

Payment Reconciliation Survey Instructions



If you are a 
before or after 
school program 
you will have a 

table with 
additional drop-
down options.

Payment Reconciliation Survey Instructions



Your capacity 
will be auto 

generated, to 
what was on file 
on March 11th, 

2021. This is 
your capacity

not enrollment.
Select No and 

enter the 
correct number 

if incorrect.

Payment Reconciliation Survey Instructions



Your Tier will be 
auto generated. 

If it is not 
correct, please 
choose one of 

the reasons why. 

At the top of this 
page, you will find 
the total amount 

paid for each child, 
for the November 
round of funding.

Payment Reconciliation Survey Instructions



1. Review your 
responses 

2. Click Yes
3. Click Submit

Payment Reconciliation Survey Instructions



Payment Survey Instructions

You will receive 
an email with 
your responses. 
If you do not see 
it, please check 
your junk or 
spam mail. 



Part 4: FAQ and Technical Assistance



FAQ Do I have to have CCAP children enrolled to receive this 
grant?

No, but you do need to have the ability to accept CCAP 
children.

How do I know who is counted in my payroll?

Staff includes substitutes, high school students, cleaning 
or food prep staff, or anyone on payroll. It does not include 
contracted positions.

How do I know my grant award amount?

$49.6 Million will be reserved for each grant period for the 
programs that apply for each funding round. The 
payment amounts could vary each time due to facilities 
changing tiers. The payment amounts will not be known 
until after all applications are received. We will 
not know the amount per child until after the application 
period closes.



FAQ
Is there a date when the funds must be spent?

There is not an end date on when the funds must be spent.

How will facility closures be addressed?

If you must close your center before payments have ended, any unused
funds will have to be paid back to the Division of Child Care.

Payments shall not be transferred to any third party. In the event
the provider is purchased prior to the completion of the sustainment
payments, the provider shall return any unused funds to the Cabinet.
The new purchasing entity shall not be entitled to any of the provider’s
remaining sustainment payments.

Your payment will not be affected if you are closed for vacations or
holiday breaks.

Are centers required to accept these funds?

No, a program is not required to accept these funds, though we highly
recommend you do to assist with sustainability of your business.



FAQ Do you have to pay taxes on the funds?

Yes, these funds are taxable.

What do we do when funds run out and we are not able to continue
paying staff $13 per hour?

We understand this concern. We are hopeful more funding becomes
available. We also want to be able to use the data collected from
this project to show that the increase in funding is vital to keep
providers open.

Are programs required to teach, or abstain from teaching, any specific
curriculum to receive grant funds?

No, there are no curriculum requirements to receive grant funds.



FAQ How will I receive my grant funds? How do I update my bank
account information?

Funds will be deposited into the bank account on file with DCC. If you
receive paper checks from DCC, you will also receive a paper check for
this grant. If you need to change your bank account information you will
need to reach out to DCC at CCAPproviderpayments@ky.gov

What if I do not receive paycheck but I’ve taken out a loan from SBA? 
Can I use these funds to pay back the loan?

Yes, no matter what Tier. You can use the stabilization funds to pay back 
a loan.

mailto:CCAPproviderpayments@ky.gov


Resources
The following technical assistance opportunities are available for you in English and 
Spanish:

1. Provider support email inbox – Send questions to KYARPAGrants@pcgus.com for 
additional support in completing the grant application.

2. Call our toll-free hotline to speak to a support staff member at: 888-805-1074

3. The hotline is staffed from 8:30am to 5:30pm ET Monday- Friday.

Posted Materials and Resources: 
Visit https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx to find resources
about this grant or ARPA may be found at: https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/child-care-
stabilization-grants-child-careproviders 

mailto:KYARPAGrants@pcgus.com
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/child-care-stabilization-grants-child-care-providers


Avoid Scams
The following website will provide information to help you identify and protect 
yourself against these scams: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/government-
grantscams#How%20Governmnet%20Grant%20SCammers%20Try%20To%20Trick%
20You 

Please be aware all communications related to your grant application will come 
from KYARPAGrants @pcgus.com
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Questions


